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January 22, 1999

Ms. Magalie Roman-Salas

Secretary

Federal Communications Commission REC Ei VE D
The Portals

445 Twelfth Street, S.W. JAN 2 2 1999

Washington, D.C. 20554
PRDERAL SOMBHRICATICNS SRABRI0N
Re: ExParte OFFXE OF 198 ety
CS Docket No. 98-201 / |
RM No. 9335
RM No. 9345

Dear Ms. Salas:

Ben Ivins with the National Association of Broadcasters, Tom Olson with the law
firm of Wilmer, Cutler, and Pickering, Jules Cohen, and the unde;: W zmuary 2T
1999 with Dale Hatfield, Rebecca Dorch, and Robert Bromery of the Office of :
Engineering and Technology, and Eloise Gore and Donny Fowler of the Cable Bureau.

The topic of discussion was the above-captioned proceeding.

We discussed points raised in NAB’s original, reply, and supplementaal
comments concerning (1) the definition, prediction, and measurement of Grade B
intensity, and (2) the irrrelevance of interference and multipath (which are not problems
of insufficient signal strength) under the SHVA, (3) the available solutions to the problem
of delivering broadcast networks to satellite customers (local to local, over-the-air
antennas, and basic or lifeline cable subscriptions).

Also discussed was the permanent injunction issued by the Federal District Court for the
Southern District of Florida on December 22, 1998 which enjoins PrimeTime 24 from
providing CBS or Fox network programming to any customer living in an unserved
household. We illustrated what running Longley-Rice with a higher confidence input
(such as 90%) would do to various markets. (See Attachment A which was filed in the
above-referenced proceeding Friday, January 15, 1999.) We concluded that doing so
would create predictive errors because many locations that are actually served now would
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be classified as unserved. We left behind an Associated Press article which reports
satellite companies giving the cable industry head-to-head competition. (See

Attachment B.)

Cc:  Dale Hatfield
Rebecca Dorch
. Robert Bromery
Eloise Gore
Donnie Fowler

Attachments

Sincerely,

%“AJ/M

Karen Fullum




KAAL - ABC - Austin MN

KGAN - CBS - Cedar Rapids 1A

KHQA - CBS - Hannibal MO

KTVO - ABC - Ottumwa 10

KXJB - CBS - Fargo ND

WBKB - CBS - Alpena MI

WCAX - CBS - Burlington VT

WCSH - NBC - Portland ME

WLOS - ABC - Greenville SC

WSAZ - NBC - Charleston WV

IMPACT OF USING 90% CONFIDENCE FACTOR

LR 50/50/50 Grade B LR 50/50/90 Grade B  Difference  Percent Loss
1997 Pop 698,435 457,618 240,817 34.5%
1997 Pop 1,012,907 748,905 264,002 26 1%
1997 Pop 386,991 267,503 119,487 30.9%
1997 Pop 490,857 311,886 178,971 36.5%
1997 Pop 498,554 382,498 116,055 23.3%
1997 Pop 131,902 92,052 39,850 30.2%
1997 Pop 311,874 638,976 172,899 21.3%
1997 Pop 1,688,683 1,130,616 558,066 33.0%
1997 Pop 4,074,195 2,364,540 1,709,655 42.0%
1997 Pop 1,284,792 1,020,012 264,780 20.6%

SOURCE" Decistonmark Corpiiticn
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